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Monday, 18th April 2011
WIDENING OF ELIGIBILITY FOR CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION
Eligibility for Certificates of Appreciation available under the Australian Government’s Saluting Their Service commemorations program has been widened, Federal Member for Chisholm, Anna Burke MP, said today.
Certificates of Appreciation recognise the service and contributions of Australians during wars, conflicts and peace operations from the Second World War until the present day. 
 “Certificates of Appreciation are a way of expressing the nation’s gratitude to those who served in the defence forces or on the home front in the Second World War or in wars, conflicts and peace operations since the Second World War”, Ms Burke said.
“The widening of the eligibility for Certificates of Appreciation ensures that the service of veterans to our nation is most appropriately recognised.
Certificates of Appreciation are available in respect of the following conflicts and events:
· Second World War, for service in the Australian armed forces or on the home front;
· British Commonwealth Occupation Force (BCOF) Japan;
· Korean War;
· Malayan Emergency;
· Indonesian Confrontation;
· Vietnam War;
· Gulf War;
· Iraq War and
· Peace Operations. 
Applications for Certificates of Appreciation can be made by veterans who served in the wars and conflicts for which certificates are available, the next of kin of deceased eligible persons, and family members or friends on behalf of eligible persons.
“I urge all veterans, or their next of kin or their family members and friends to apply for a Certificate of Appreciation”, Ms Burke said.
Further information about Certificates of Appreciation available under the Australian Government’s Saluting Their Service commemorations program is available by contacting the office of Anna Burke MP on 9802 0566, or the Australian Government’s Department of Veterans’ Affairs on (02) 6289 6597.
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